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November Highlights

November 2022
From the Heart
Dear Friends in Christ,
A return to abnormal…We are now in the midst of the program year and have been seeing a return of people
who have been away for the summer or in some cases, COVID hiatus. Sunday school and confirmation have
begun, and more people are lingering for coffee fellowship. Fellowship activities like the Lavender Potluck
and the Fall Festival have returned, and we have over twenty participants in the Discovering the Bible course.
As a whole, it seems almost normal.
However, although we see many of the traditional signs of fall around us—the shorter days, the turning
leaves, school in session, pumpkin spice lattes, baseball playoffs, college/pro football—there are an equal
number of things that are less than normal. For example, masks, ongoing COVID cases, trying to remember
how we did things in the pre-COVID days, and the lingering anxiety of trying to make sense of it all. And
“normal” has become a relative term, based largely on people’s experience of/during the pandemic. You may
have noticed that some people go about life as if it were 2019, others still behave as if it were 2020, and for
those who just want to live in 2022, they must now coexist with the 2019ers and 2020ers. This new
abnormal, as I call it, is shown in this exhibit from a recent Washington State Department of Health
behavioral health forecast:

Notice the three different trend lines? Each of those lines represents the emotional response capabilities of
our fellow Washingtonians—like the people in our church. The lines represent three different realities for
people. Some are more resilient; they are the ones whose emotional response levels are more or less where
they were before the pandemic (top line). Others are doing better than a few months ago but are still trying
to make their way back to the pre-COVID mark (middle line). Still others are where most (Continued on p. 2)
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(Continued from p. 1) everyone was

have you bounced back? In what
around the time vaccines were
ways are you still struggling? How
starting to roll out (bottom line)— are you coping with your new
do you remember what that was
abnormal?
like? Where would you put
It is important to recognize the
yourself?
different realities people are

when we try to reach for old
solutions to new problems and find
they no longer work.

The report cites a number of
factors for the different trend lines:
economics (inflation, gas prices,
and cost-of-living); high-intensity
social issues (Roe v. Wade, climate
change, gun control, and the war in
Ukraine); and concerns for safety/
preparation for natural and human
-caused disasters. As history has
borne out once again, we do not all
experience life in the same way,
nor do we bounce back from
disruptions like a pandemic at the
same time or rate. In what ways

May Christ, who brought us
together and called us to serve,
give us the collective strength,
compassion, and patience to
journey through this valley of the
shadow of pandemic.

experiencing right now. We are all
stressed, but we no longer share a
common narrative like we did
when things were completely shut
down. The more things seem like
normal, the greater the disconnects
as we sense where things are not
fully as they were before, or we as
we realize some things may never
be the same again. These
disconnects result in a wide variety
of responses to emotional
stressors. In this new abnormality,
we will experience further stress

There are no simple solutions, but
naming the new abnormality
seems like a good place to start.

Godspeed,

All Saints’ Day Service
November 1 @ 4pm
In-person/livestream on our First Presbyterian Church
YouTube Channel
November 1 marks the celebration of All Saints’ Day. In the
earliest centuries of the church, Christian martyrs were
honored with feast days to commemorate their witness to
Christ. As the centuries went on and the list of martyrs grew,
All Saints’ Day was established to honor all the saints, known
and unknown.
Today, we celebrate All Saints’ Day with an emphasis on the
ongoing work of Christ, sanctifying the people of God to
service while remembering the saints who have gone before
us. As we read their names, may we rejoice in their lives with
us and give thanks to God for their ministry: Walter G.
Davison, Keith Sharkey, and Mike Zimmer
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September 2022
Operating Budget
The Session met online via Zoom on Monday,
October 10 at 7 pm and the following actions were
taken:
Nancy Jacobson, Tom McCulloch, and Pastor
Matt shared information from and about their
experiences at the most recent Presbytery
meeting.
 Approved holding a single worship service on
December 25 and January 1 at 8:30 am to allow
for people to spend the remainder of the day on
the holidays with family.
 Discussed setting up a meeting with Elders and
Deacons from 6-7:30 pm on November 14.


Israel and
Palestine
Listening &
Study Tour
Potluck &
Presentation

Income Year-to-Date:
2022 Budgeted:

$242,842
$356,325

Expenses Year-to-Date: $282,161
2022 Budgeted:
$382,521

Capital Spending YTD: $32,402
Capital Budgeted 2022: $52,900
Susan Fisher, Treasurer, finance@fpcpa.org
REMINDER: Please submit expense
documents and reimbursement requests to
Finance Clerk Iantha Frazer
(financeclerk@fpcpa.org).

November 6,
12:30 pm

We’ll enjoy a potluck
lunch, and Pastor Matt
will share a presentation
featuring insights and
experiences from his
October 13 - 26, 2022,
trip to Israel and
Palestine.

Turn your clocks back
Saturday, November 5

before going to bed.

Personnel News
Session has received Rita’s letter of
retirement with much gratitude and love for
the 21+ years she has been a faithful and loyal
member of the First Presbyterian Church
Staff. She will be greatly missed. She has
faithfully answered our phone calls and
emails, greeted us in the office, found the
missing article or whatever for us, published
the Highlights, bulletins and most recently
creatively arranged the slides for postworship viewing. She has generously and
gracefully responded to her responsibilities
in the office, and gotten a lot of us out of a
jam. Rita will continue in the office until the
end of this December and then she will be
looking for new opportunities and
reacquainting with some projects that had to
wait. Watch for the announcement for the
party for Rita as there will surely be a great
one!
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Adult Sunday School Class
Sundays at 9:45 am through November 21
The Adult Christian Formation Committee is offering a class based on the
book The Violence Project: How to Stop a Mass Shooting Epidemic by Jillian
Peterson and James Densley. The book presents a data-backed, mental-health
based approach to the problem. It charts new pathways to prevention. The
book looks at the lives of mass shooters, their mental health, and motives. The
authors share their data-driven solutions for exactly what we must do at the
individual level, in our communities, and as a country to put an end to these
tragedies.
Copies are available in the church office. Suggested donation, $18.00
If you missed a class, go to fpcpa.org/learn to see the recording and get the
study questions.

Youth Sunday
School 9:45 am
All children from
kindergarten through 6th
grade are invited, and we
look forward to seeing you.
Our Sunday morning times
together include games, skits, songs, prayer,
exciting presentations of Bible stories, some
thought-provoking discussions, and more. Call us
with any questions: Chris Watkins, 360-457-0173
or 360-775-7638,
or Martha Bell, 360-461-5179.

Adult Christian
Formation:

Discovering
the Bible

Wednesdays, 6:30
– 8 pm, Zoom
Class will resume on Wednesday,
November 2.
Meeting ID: 836 5639 8825
Passcode: 611339

Youth Confirmation Class
All 6th through 12th grade students may participate during the Sunday School hour,
9:45 to 10:45 am, every other Sunday. The classes are as follows: Nov. 6 & 20, and
Dec. 4 & 18.
We are excited for our young people who will take this next step in their Christian
faith. We have a great group of adults to help guide this class led by Vee Canning and
Pastor Matt.
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Adult Sunday School Class

God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent
Sundays, December 4, 11, and 18
9:45 a.m. in the large classroom upstairs
Class Facilitator: Vicki Rockholt
Join in a discussion of Advent based on the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his
book, God is in the Manger. We will reflect on and discuss the themes of waiting,
mystery, redemption and incarnation. No need to purchase Bonhoeffer's book or
to read ahead in order to participate and enjoy this low-stress class! Just bring
yourself and your good heart...and maybe a cup of coffee or tea.

Advent Devotions
Three Advent devotionals will be available to accompany your Advent season in
2022. Readings feature God’s love and the gladness, comfort, and joy this love
inspires in us. Henri Nouwen’s insights enrich us in “Let the Heavens Be Glad”
and “The Father’s Love.” A third booklet, “Prepare the Way” by Andrew Bartelt
focuses on readings from Isaiah that prepare us to welcome the Christ child.
Devotional booklets will be available on the shelves outside the church office
beginning November 21. The first Sunday in Advent is November 27.

Hello, Friends,

Job Opportunity
The part-time position of Office Assistant is
open and if you would like to apply or
know someone who might, please contact
Pat Hyden, Personnel Committee, by calling
360-457-1843.

With Advent and
Christmas right around
the corner Christian
Formation for our
children is offering a one shot opportunity for two people
to provide care for our nursery at the 6:00 pm Christmas
Eve Service. This Church service being our usual family
service we would like to make our nursery available to
our church family and visitors. There is a little paper
work to fill out if you have not helped with the children
before now. If this sounds like an opportunity you would
consider we would appreciate it if you would contact
Bonnie McCloskey (number or email below).
The Best of the Fall season and God’s Blessings,,
Bonnie McCloskey, 719-237-1022

bbmac5225@gmail.com
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FPCPA Book Club: Still Life by Louise Penny
Thursday, Nov 17, 10:30 am
Location TBA
Still Life introduces not only Inspector Gamache, a modern Poirot who anchors
this beloved traditional mystery series (winner of numerous awards), but also the
Quebec village of Three Pines. The mystery is intriguing and well laid out. It is the
characters, though, that you will fall in love with.

Reel Reflections: Mass

Thursday, November 17
Movie at 6:30 pm*/Discussion at 8:20 pm, all via Zoom
Years after an unspeakable tragedy tore their lives apart, two sets of parents (Jason Isaacs and Martha
Plimpton, Reed Birney and Ann Dowd) agree to talk privately in an attempt to move forward. In Fran
Kranz' writing and directing debut, he thoughtfully examines their journey of grief, anger and
acceptance by coming face-to-face with the ones who have been left behind. (Source,
RottenTomatoes.com)
The “unspeakable tragedy” mentioned in the plot summary is a school shooting—hence the movie title
“Mass,” as in mass shooting. This film is both timely and incredibly gripping in its straightforward
storytelling. Viewers are not subject
to any blood or gore, simply the raw
pain of grieving parents trying to
find healing. Please join us for an
important Reel Reflections as we
examine the human pain and
brokenness of school shootings and
consider what our faith tells us
about how to come alongside, and
minister to, those suffering from
traumatic loss.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83197006830?pwd=c2NueTNacTdydFhJMU1lN3gvOVU2QT09
Meeting ID: 831 9700 6830 / Passcode: 230646

*Note: we will stream the movie via Zoom at 6:30 pm, with discussion following. New to Zoom? No
worries, feel free to contact the church office and we can help you set up and test your system. If you
prefer to watch the movie on your own, you are welcome to the discussion at approximately 8:20 pm.
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Financial Stewardship Campaign 2023
"Be thou a blessing." Genesis 12:1-3 (ASV)

Be A Blessing

“Be A Blessing” is our Stewardship Campaign theme for 2023. More
than any of us probably expected, this year turned out to be another
one of transition through disruptions created by COVID-19. Though
this journey has turned out to be longer than we hoped it would be,
our church has embraced the challenge of any journey—to keep
moving forward. We have learned to be flexible and effective where
possible and understanding and forgiving when some things are not
yet possible. As a result, we have been able to enjoy worshiping our
Lord and sharing fellowship. We have also been able to continue our considerable efforts to make our
church a blessing, not only for us, but also to our community and the larger world. This has all been made
possible in large part by your steadfast and generous financial support.
It is now that time of year to make our plans for next year. The financial support you provide is an important
element of those plans. Your pledge will help us to intelligently budget within our resources. Your pledge is a
statement of your intentions for next year. We understand that changing circumstances may affect your
actual contributions.
You will receive a letter and pledge card this month. Please bring your pledge card to Dedication Sunday on
November 20. We will celebrate during the fellowship hour that day with some pie (please see the sign-up
sheet at the Connection Center in the Fellowship Hall). If you do not receive a pledge card, they will be
available at church that day.
Faithfully, Your Stewardship Committee
Susan Fisher, Iantha Fraser, Tom McCulloch, and Bob Pappas

Pie Bakers Needed!
We are hoping to celebrate Commitment
Sunday and the delivery of our pledges for
2023 on November 20 with the sharing of
some pies. You can get a “piece” of the
action by signing up at the Connection
Center in the Fellowship Hall to provide one
of the pies (please bring pre-sliced!). Thank
you!!

As you consider your
2023 Pledge, please
consider making a
Per Capita
commitment. The new figure is $52.60 per
member. The breakdown:
Presbytery of the Pacific Northwest: $42.50.
(Supporting 60 congregations and pastors in
Northwest Washington and Southeast Alaska)
Synod of Alaska-Northwest: $0.25 (25 cents –
supporting five Presbyteries in the Pacific
Northwest)
PC(USA) General Assembly: $9.85 (national church
governance, ministry, missions, etc.)
Please designate Per Capita when you pay it. Some
members prefer to round it off to $50 or $53.
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Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale
Saturday November 19, 9 am - 2 pm
The church will host a bazaar and bake sale. We will have about 20 to 25 vendors selling
items at the bazaar. All the money the vendors pay for booth space will go to MANNA to
help those in need.
We are looking for baked goods, jelly and jam, pies, breads, candy, and cookies really any holiday treats to sell to the public. All money raised from the bake sale will also
go to MANNA.
For more information contact:
Cynthia Isenberger 360-460-5129 or Vee Canning, 360-451-6675.

Recipe submitted by Beth Ann White
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2022 Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service
Wednesday, November 23 @ 6:30 pm

Please join us for this service in person at:
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
301 E. Lopez Avenue
Port Angeles

Advent Event
It is back!!! Live and in person! After a 2 year hiatus due to Covid, the wonderful Advent Event is returning. It
will have all the things that you love about it, crafts, food, singing, and the Children's play! It is all happening
on December 4, so circle that day in your calendar and plan to come. It is for all ages. It starts in the
Fellowship Hall at 4 pm.
There will be various stations to make your own Christmas swags, Christmas oriented
crafts and even cookie decorations. After the crafts, we will have a soup supper at 6 pm, and
then the Christmas play at 6:30 pm. The children are already practicing a play with a
Christmas take of the old TV show Charlie's Angels. (Does everyone remember that show?).
Of course, the angels will have a special assignment from God regarding Mary and Joseph.
This event is not to be missed! What you can do now, is gather any greens (fir cuttings,
holly, etc) and have them ready for December4. We can always use more.

If you want to make a soup, let Rainy Birch, Pat Hyden, Vee Canning, or Pam Carnahan
know. We need a total of 10 different kinds of soup. Of course, if you know any kids
who want to be in the play we still have some parts that need to be filled. So, get ready
for this wonderful time. What a great way to kick off the Christmas season! See you
there!

ARTICLES ARE DUE
the week of November 14.
With the Thanksgiving holiday, I felt is needed to be earlier. Thank you.
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PA Food Bank Volunteers
Please consider joining a group of us from FPCPA at the PA Food Bank (632 N. Oakridge Dr.) the second
Thursday of each month at 10 am for about an hour of united effort. Please contact Susan Fisher or Barb
Pappas (bpappas378@gmail.com) about the application the Food Bank requires (can be completed online)
and to be identified as part of our group. You do not have to attend each month, but you need to be cleared in
advance.
The Food Bank badly needs volunteers overall. Some of our church members go on other days as
well. If you wish to volunteer at other times they can always use people Tuesday thru Saturday, 9 to 2 (need
not be whole time). Potential volunteers can email directly to Monica Williams (Volunteer Coordinator) at
mwilliams@portangelesfoodbank.org for more specific information. They have driving, packing, and
distributing jobs, depending upon the volunteer’s schedule and physical needs.

Time to do it is getting short!
If you want to be part of our congregation's
participation in Operation Christmas Child, here is
some news for you!
Our goal page for building boxes online is now
operational at this link: https://build-ashoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/42e3b01c-0217-4919-a125-9db0accb5bc2 or visit fpcpa.org/ministries
For a $25 donation you will be able to build a box for your choice of a boy or a girl in the age range you
select, and you can even include a note and picture of you. If you don't want to go online, just get a donation
of $25, or a multiple thereof, to the office and the office staff will build your box or boxes. The last day to
build one on our goal page online is Monday, November 21.
If you prefer to fill a physical box yourself, the preprinted boxes are available in the
fellowship hall. In each box you will find a leaflet with a label to indicate whether
your box is for a boy or a girl and for what age range, and suggestions for gifts to put
in the box (also rules about what not to include!) For each physical box we are
asked to make a $10 donation to cover costs. Please have the boxes back to church
by Sunday, November 13.
Through this project we can offer a joyous demonstration of God's love to these
children who may have never received a gift, and help deliver the good news of
Jesus Christ to them.
Questions? Call Chris Watkins
360-457-0173
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2022 Christmas Gift Cards
As in past years the congregation is being asked to provide assistance to needy local families for the
Christmas holidays. However, instead of donating food and household items, we will be providing grocery
gift cards as was done in 2020 and 2021. The cards proved beneficial to the recipients as they could select
what they need and did not have the problem of storing several boxes of food and household items in often
very limited space.
Our goal is to provide grocery gift cards to a minimum of five families
recommended by each of the five grade schools and Stevens Middle School and
a minimum of 5 individuals or families recommended by members of the
congregation for a total of 35 families.
Through your generosity in 2021 we were able to provide gift cards to 8
families from each of the grade schools and the middle school, plus cards for 12
individuals and families recommended by the congregation for a total of 60
households. The cards varied from $50 to $150 based on the household size. It
would be wonderful if we could achieve this level of assistance again this year!
To donate please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and write “Christmas Gift Cards” in the
Memo line. We will be accepting donations through December 8, 2022.
Questions: Rosalyn Taylor (360) 477-4062 for the Community Life Committee

Share the gift of warmth!

Naomi Circle

The Give a Sock
community care
project was such a
success last winter
that it is back!
During the months
of November,
December, and January, please donate new and
gently used coats, scarves, gloves, sweaters,
blankets, and (new only) socks.
We will take them to Salvation Army, TAFY, and
Serenity House. The big, beautiful collection box
will be placed in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank you from the Mission & Outreach
Committee.

Naomi Circle meets on the
second Monday of the
month at 1 pm at the
church. We are studying
the Horizon study of
Celebrating Sabbath,
Accepting God’s Gift of Rest
and Delight by Carol M.
Bechtel.
For more information, call Beverly Brown, 360457-8205.

Page 12

November Highlights

Supporting Our Schools
All the schools are welcoming tutors. Please let me know if you are interested in tutoring or have
questions. There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
All the schools are delighted to be receiving their home-baked cookies. There is a sign-up sheet for cookies
as well. I receive many appreciative comments. It is a great morale boost!
As before, school supplies are always needed. There is a list below for
needed items. If you are not comfortable with doing the shopping, you can
again send me a check and I will shop for you. That worked very well last
year, and you were incredibly generous.

Let’s continue to support our schools and the children in our community!
Thank you for your wonderful support and generosity!
—Sheri Stutesman 360-460-5347 - 922 Benjamin Street, PA 98362

Dear First Presbyterian Church of Port
Angeles,
Thank you for your donation of $7,177.59 on
September 20, 2022. Your support is so
greatly appreciated by us and the families you
are helping achieve their dream of
homeownership.
Your investment in the community and your
support of Habitat, Clallam’s mission all year
round makes it possible for more and more
people to have a safe and decent place to live.
Thank you!
In Partnership,
Colleen Robinson, Chief Executive Officer

The Prayer Shawl team
has had the honor of
giving a good number of
handmade shawls, baby
blankets, capes, and
throws over the summer.
These gifts are from our church family, not just
the team that meets together. Because of the
kindness and labor of more individuals than on
the team, we always have lots of gifts ready to
give. Each gift represents God’s love and the
caring of our church.
We are delighted when people want to give an
item to a neighbor, friend, or extended family
member.
Please do not be bashful about contacting us
when you know someone who you believe would
like one of our gifts representing God’s love.
Beverly Brown: 360-457-8205; Celia WaalkesDuff: 360-670-2216; Sandy Cates: 360-286-5031;
Rosalie Doty: 360-460-6525.

TAFY Dinner on December 3 at 3:45 pm
TAFY
Dinner

We are responsible for a dinner for the TAFY Youth Center on December 3. If you can
provide a portion of a meal - a hot dish, salad, side dish, beverage or dessert, - please
sign-up at the Connection Center or contact Marcia Logan at 360-452-3535.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

8 am Fish Co - Zoom
1:30 pm Community
Life
4pm All Saints Day
Service
6:45 pm Praise Team

6 Daylight Savings Time

7

ends

8

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

Communion
8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
for all ages
9:45 am Youth
Confirmation Class
12:30 pm Israel/Palestine
Potluck/Presentation

13

8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
for all ages
12:30 pm Play Practice

8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
for all ages
9:45 am Youth
Confirmation Class
12:30 pm Play Practice

27

First Sunday in Advent

2

9 am Women’s Bible
Study-Upstairs

6:30 pm Bible Study:
Discovering the Bible

9

9 am Women’s Bible
Study

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

3 pm Mission &
Outreach

Turn your
clocks back

7 pm Worship &
Music

10 am Food Bank
Helpers

3 pm B, G & P Comm.

6:45 pm Praise Team

6:30 pm Bible Study:
Discovering the Bible

14

15

16

1 pm Naomi Circle

11 am Stewardship
Comm.-Zoom

Highlights articles
due

6 pm Joint Session/
Deacons mtg

20 Pie Sunday

Wednesday

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

9 am Women’s Bible
Study

6:45 pm Praise Team

6:30 pm Bible Study:
Discovering the Bible

22

23

7pm Session

6:45 pm Praise Team

6:30 pm Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Eve
Holy Trinity Lutheran

28

29

30

21

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
for all ages
6:45 pm Praise Team

10:30 am Book Club
12 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

9 am Holiday Craft
Bazaar &
Bake Sale

6:30 pm Reel
Reflections

24

Staff Holiday

Staff Holiday

9 am Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 pm Bible Study:
Discovering the Bible

1 Katrina Leslie

20 Steve Frick

4 Bruce McCloskey

21 Beverly Brown

8 Dennis Edgington

Marilyn Mattie

10 Chris Watkins

22 Andy Anderson

13 Sarah Mattson

23 Christy Wright

Marty Melcher

24 Tom Allen

14 Bill Helwick

26 George Bowman

15 Kay Garrison

28 Steve & Melanie DeBiddle

16 John Kildall

29 Wayne & Ruth Brown
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Office Info
First Presbyterian Church
139 W. 8th St., Port Angeles, WA 98362
360-452-4781

Online Payment of Tithes &
Offerings…
Go to fpcpa.org.
Worship Service Audio
Recordings

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
10 am - 3 pm

Please let the church office know if you would
like an audio CD of the online church services.
We want to make worship available to all.

Lunch, 12 - 1 pm
Closed on Friday.
The office is behind the church building off the alley
and is handicapped accessible.

Devotionals
These Days and Upper
Room are available on
the table outside the
office.

Pastor Matt, pastor@fpcpa.org
Lauren Corder, Office Manager,
administrator@fpcpa.org

Rita Frick, Office Assistant,
office@fpcpa.org

Directories
Available

Email and phone messages will be answered when
the church office is open: 10 am to 3 pm, Monday
through Thursday.

Please let us know if you
would like a printed copy.

If messages or emails are received outside of office
hours, staff will respond as soon as they are back in
the office.

COVID Protocol

Please note that Rita does not work on Mondays or
Fridays. Messages needing immediate attention on
those days should go to Lauren
at administrator@fpcpa.org.

Masks are optional in worship and during
church activities. If you need a mask, they are
available outside the church office and in the
narthex.

Find us at fpcpa.org
360-452-4781

office@fpcpa.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Port Angeles is a community of people of all ages
who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and who seek to follow His teachings.
We come together to worship God, to grow in our love and support for each other,
and to learn about God’s will for our lives. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we go out to
the community and the world to share our faith and to serve others.

